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CONFIDENTIAL BELIZE 0028 
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TAGS: PBOR PFOR GT BH UK 

SUBJECT: PREMIER PRICE’S COMMENTS ON UK-GUATEMALA DISPUTE OVER 
BELIZE 

1 . AFTER MY CALL ON GOVERNOR POSNETT IN BELMOPAN YESTERDAY, I 
STOPPED BY PREMIER PRICE'S OFFICE TO HEAR THE PREMIER S VERSION 
OF THE LONDON TALKS. 

2. PREMIER SAID HE HAD GONE TO LONDON TO DISCUSS THE DEFENSE AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF BELIZE, I.E., HOW TO GIVE EFFECT TO THE 
TERMS OF THE UNGA RESOLUTION. ACKNOWLEDGED A DEGREE OF DISAPPOINT- 
MENT IN RECOUNTING THAT DESPITE HIS MOST PERSUASIVE EFFORTS HMG 
STILL REFUSED TO CONSIDER GIVING BELIZE A DEFENSE GUARANTEE, ADDING 
THAT HE MUST NOW CONCENTRATE ON WORKING OUT OTHER SECURITY ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 

3. THE PREMIER THEN HANDED ME A COPY OF A RESOLUTION ON BELIZE 
WHICH HE SAID HAD BEEN PASSED BY THE SECOND CONFERENCE OF THE 
HEADS OF GOVERNMENT OF THE EXPANDED CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WHICH 
HAD MET IN ST KITTS IN DECEMBER. THIS RESOLUTION, AFTER A LENGTHY 
PREAMBLE "REQUESTS THE UNITED NATIONS TO UPHOLD AND PROTECT THE 
RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE OF BELIZE AGAINST WANTON AND CAPRICIOUS 
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AGGRESSION, MILITARY OR OTHERWISE, AND TO TAKE SUCH STEPS OF A 
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MULTINATIONAL CHARACTER AS WILL PROVIDE A GUARANTEE OF HER 
SECURITY RECOGNIZED WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM IN ORDER TO 
PROMOTE THE PEACE AND SECURITY OF THE REGION AND THE WELFARE OF 
CITIZENS OF BELIZE" HE SAID HE INTENDED TO CONTINUE TO WORK 
FOR SIMILAR EXPRESSIONS OF SUPPORT FROM OTHER ORGANIZATIONS. 

4. AS REGARDS THE UPCOMING UK-GUATEMALA TALKS, PRICE INDICATED 
HE DOUBTED ANYTHING USEFUL WOULD COME OF THEM. HE SAID A NUMBER 
OF PROPOSALS AIMED AT SWEETENING A POSSIBLE SETTLEMENT PACKAGE WERE 
UNDER CONSIDERATION, AND HE GAVE ME A COPY OF A LIST OF AREAS 

IN WHICH AN INDEPENDENT BELIZE AND GUATEMALA MIGHT EXPAND 
THEIR COOPERATION. THIS LIST, HE EMPHASIZED HAD, AS YET, 

NO STATUS WHATEVER, BUT REPRESENTED ONLY A PRELIMINARY COLLATION 
OF IDEAS. IT INCLUDED A) LAW OF THE SEA AND JOINT EXPLORATION 
OF THE SEA; B) MEMBERSHIP IN CA BANK OF ECONOMIC INTEGRATION; 

C) HYDROELECTRICITY AND IRRIGATION; D) TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNI- 
CATIONS; E) DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION FOR BELIZE AND EL PETEN; 

F) F) INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF BF.T JZF.-GI IATF.M AT ,A WITH PARTICIPA- 
TION OF VWI, SAN CARLOS U„ BELIZE TECHNICAL COLLEGE AND ST. 

JOHN'S COLLEGE; G) CARICOM-CACOM FOOD CORPORATION; H) CENTRAL 
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ECOLOGY; I) CENTRAL AMERICAN OCEANO- 
GRAPHIC INSTITUTE; J) HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORA- 
TION. THESE ACTIVITIES, ACCORDING TO THE PREMIER HYPOTHESIZING, 

WOULD BE CARRIED OUT UNDER THE AEGIS OF SELA AND WOULD BE ADMIN- 
ISTERED BY A JOINT BOARD REPRESENTING CARICOM AND SIECA AS WELL 
AS BELIZE AND GUATEMALA. FUNDS WOULD BE SOUGHT FROM THE UK AND 
THE US. 

5. THE PREMIER SAID GOB WANTED TO BE AS FORTHCOMING AS POSSIBLE 

IN REACHING AN ACCOMMODATION WITH GUATEMALA BUT THAT THERE WAS 
ONE AREA IN WHICH NO CONCESSION WOULD BE POSSIBLE, NAMELY. IN 
REGARD TO THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF BELIZE. HE ADDED THAT 
THE UNGA RESOLUTION RULED OUT ANY CONSIDERATION OF A CESSION OF 
TERRITORY. 

6. COMMENT. THE PREMIER'S LIST IS BUT A SAMPLE OF THE CLOUD- 
NINE APPROACH HE IS KNOWN FOR. IT IS DOUBTFUL MANY OF THESE 
IDEAS WILL SURVIVE THE TRIP TO NEW ORLEANS. THE PREMIER GAVE 
STRONG AND STEELY-EYED EMPHASIS TO HIS REMARKS ON A POSSIBLE 
CESSION OF TERRITORY AND THIS. I FELT, WAS THE REMARK HE MOST 
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WANTED TO IMPRESS ON ME. 
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